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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21 (2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-19, 23-25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Goodman [US 2003014751 3 A1]. 

Regarding claim 1 , Goodman teaches a communication coupling (310) shown in 
Fig. 3, comprising: 

a first communication port operable to communicate with a network component 
(105), the first communication port (312) having first and second paths of 
communication [Figs. 1 , 3]; and 

a switch (890) coupled with the first communication port , the switch having a first 
position in which the first communication port is operable to receive a first 
communication signal from the network component using the first path of 
communication and is operable to transmit a second communication signal to the 
network component using the second path of communication , and a second position in 
which the first communication port is operable to receive the first communication signal 
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from the network component using the second communication path and is operable to 
transmit the second communication signal to the network component using the first 
communication path [Figs. 1, 3, 7, 8; Para: 0016-0019; 0046; 0065; claim 2]. 

Regarding claim 10, Goodman teaches a communication coupling (310) 
shown in Fig. 3, comprising: 

a first communication port (312) having first and second paths of communication 
with a network component (105), and operable to receive a first communication signal 
from the network component using the first path of communication [Figs. 1 , 3]; 

a second communication port (316) operable to transmit the first communication 
signal to a communication system (i.e. communication hub (340)); 

a third communication port (318) operable to receive a second communication 
signal from the communication system; and 

the first communication port further operable to transmit the second 
communication signal to the network component using the second path of 
communication [Figs. 1, 3, 7; Para: 0016-0019]. 

Regarding claim 16, Goodman teaches a method for distributing first and second 
communication signals shown in Figs. 1, 3, comprising: 

receiving a first communication signal at a communication coupling (310) using a 
first path of communication between the communication coupling and a network 
component (105); 



Application/Control Number: 09/764,625 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2644 

transmitting the first communication signal from the communication coupling to a 
communication system (i.e. communication hub (340)); 

receiving the second communication signal at the communication coupling from 
the communication system; and 

transmitting the second communication signal to the network component (105) 
using a second path of communication between the communication coupling and the 
network component [Figs. 1, 3; Para: 0016-0021; 0039-0040; 0042; 0046-0050]. 

Claim 23 is essentially similar to claim 16 and is rejected for the reasons stated 

above. 

Regarding claim 2, Goodman further teaches the communication coupling 
comprising a second communication port (316) operable to communicate with a 
communication system (i.e. communication hub (340)) , the second communication port 
further operable to transmit the second communication signal to the first communication 
port (312) [Figs. 3, 7; Para: 0018] 

Regarding claim 3, Goodman further teaches the communication coupling 
comprising a third communication port (318) operable to transmit the first 
communication signal to the communication system (340) [Figs. 3. 7; Para: 0019]. 
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Claim 1 5 is essentially similar to claim 3 and is rejected for the reasons taed 

above. 

Regarding claim 4, Goodman further teaches the communication coupling, 
wherein the second communication signal includes a first frequency band and a second 
frequency band [Para: 0020-0021 , and further comprising a filter (170) coupled with the 
first communication port (312) and operable to separate the first frequency band from 
the second frequency band [Figs. 3, 4; Para: 0040; 0056]. 

Claims 1 1 , 17, 24 are essentially similar to claim 4 and are rejected for the 
reasons stated above. 

Regarding claim 5, Goodman further teaches the communication coupling 
comprising third and fourth communication paths coupling the communication coupling 
(310) with a communication system (340), the third communication path transmitting the 
first frequency band to the communication system and the second communication path 
transmitting the first and second frequency bands to the communication system [Figs. 1 , 
3-7, 9; Para: 0042; 0059]. 

Claims 13, 19, 25 are essentially similar to claim 5 and are rejected for the 
reasons stated above. 
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Regarding claim 6, Goodman further teaches the communication coupling, 
wherein the third communication path includes a first pair of conductors, and the fourth 
communication path includes a second pair of conductors [Figs. 1, 4, 5; Para: 0042; 
0056; 0059]. 

Claim 12 is essentially similar to claim 6 except for a switch. Goodman teaches 
using a switch (890) to change a path of communication [Para: 0065; claim 2]. 

Claim 18 is essentially similar to claim 12 and is rejected for the reasons stated 

above. 

Regarding claim 7, Goodman further teaches the communication coupling, 
wherein the first communication port (326) comprises an RJ-1 1 coupling and the first 
path of communication comprises an inner pair of conductors [Fig. 3; Para: 0056]. 

Regarding claim 8, Goodman further teaches the communication coupling, 
wherein the first communication signal includes a digital subscriber line (DSL) signal (D) 
and a first analog telephone signal (i.e. voice (V)), and the second communication 
signal includes a second analog telephone signal (E) [Figs. 1-6; Para: 0041-0043; 0045; 
0058-0061; 0068; 0075]. 
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Claim 14 is essentially similar to claim 8 and is rejected for the reasons stated 

above. 

Regarding claim 9, Goodman further teaches the communication coupling, 
wherein the third communication port [(718) or (318)] includes an RJ-45 [Figs. 3, 7; 
Para: 0065]. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of 

the claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of 

the various claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein 

were made absent any evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation 

under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point out the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was 

not commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in order for the examiner to 

consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) 

prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 
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4. Claims 20-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Goodman [US 20030147513 A1] in view of Price et al [US 6,222,910 B1]. 

Regarding claim 20, Goodman teaches a method for distributing first and second 
communication signals shown in Figs. 1, 3, comprising: 

receiving a first communication signal at a communication coupling (310) using a 
first path of communication between the communication coupling and a network 
component (105); 

transmitting the first communication signal from the communication coupling to a 
communication system (i.e. communication hub (340)); 

receiving the second communication signal at the communication coupling from 
the communication system; and 

transmitting the second communication signal to the network component (105) 
using a second path of communication between the communication coupling and the 
network component [Figs. 1 , 3; Para: 0016-0021 ; 0039-0040; 0042; 0046-0050]. 

Goodman does not teach expressly a computer-readable medium having 
executable instructions to execute the method. However, this method of using a 
computer-readable medium to execute a method is well-known in the art. 

Price et al teach illustrating a method for a telephone interface using a computer- 
readable medium comprising RAM, ROM, EEPROM, CD-ROM or other storage devices 
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to store the desired executable instructions which can be accessed by a computer to 
execute the instructions [col. 7, lines 10-49; col. 12. line 57 to col. 13, line 5; col. 19, line 
28 to col. 20, line 32]. 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to provide the computer-readable medium of Price et al with Goodman in 
order to automate the method of using the communication coupling and speed up the 
home networking system. 

Regarding claim 21, the combination of Goodman and Price et al further teaches 
the computer readable medium, wherein the first communication signal includes a first 
frequency band and a second frequency band [Goodman; Para: 0020-0021, and 
wherein the logic is operable to separate the first frequency band from the second 
frequency band [Goodman: Figs. 3, 4; Para: 0040; 0056]. 

Regarding claim 22, the combination of Goodman and Price at el further teaches 
the computer readable medium, wherein the logic is further operable to communicate 
the first frequency band with the communication system using a third communication 
path, and communicate the first and second frequency bands with the communication 
system using a fourth communication path [Goodman; Figs. 1, 3-7, 9; Para: 0042; 
0059]. 
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Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

(i) Izumai et al [US 6,728,534 B1] teach a radio communication apparatus (101) 
having combine4d functions as a terminal adapter capable of switching the data 
transmission path in various ways according to the situation [Figs. 1-3; col. 6, line 60 to 
col. 7, line 7; Abstract]; 

(ii) Pounds et al [US 6,400,71 1 B1] teach methods for multiple voice and data 
modes using a communication system (50) [Figs. 1-2; Abstract]; and 

(iii) Barzegar et al [US 6,363,079 B1] teach using a multifunction interface 
facility for connecting various service providers using cross-connect switch [Fig. 4A; 
Abstract]. 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ramnandan Singh whose telephone number is 
(703)308-6270. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F(8:00-4:30). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Tran Sinh can be reached on (703)-305-4040. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 



Application/Control Number: 09/764,625 Page 1 1 

Art Unit: 2644 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Ramnandan Singh 

Examiner 

Art Unit 2644 





